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FORT MYERS,  FL

YUMA,  AZ

BURLINGTON,  WAWOODLAND,  CA
HEADQUARTERS

SALINAS,  CA

A GLOBAL LE ADER
In Seed Innovation
Founded in 1913 in Yokohama, Japan, Sakata 
Seed Corporation has earned a reputation for 
independence, innovation, and reliability—most 
notably in broccoli, where our name is synonymous 
with the highest quality.

Established in 1977, Sakata Seed America serves as 
the research, production, and sales division for North 
America. Headquartered in Woodland, California, 
we operate regional research stations in Salinas, 
CA; Burlington, WA; Yuma, AZ; and Fort Myers, FL. 
These facilities focus on breeding varieties tailored 
to diverse climates and growing conditions.

GLOBAL INNOVATION,
Local Solutions
With over six decades of dedicated broccoli research, Sakata is the undisputed leader in breeding premium 
varieties. Our genetics help growers produce consistently high-quality broccoli—more efficiently, sustainably, 
and economically.

Our long-standing commitment to the Eastern U.S. market includes specialized breeding for its challenging 
climates. Since the 1980s, Sakata has developed resilient, high-performing varieties for the Northeast and 
Southeast, supported by ongoing trials and regional adaptation at our Florida research station. 

Sakata broccoli breeding takes place in Japan, where climate conditions are remarkably similar to East Coast broccoli production areas. 
Both areas have the same latitude alignment (between the 35th [hot/humid/cold winter periods] and 45th parallels [cold, very humid).
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PIONEERING GENETICS 
Through advanced biotechnology and regional expertise, Sakata continues to shape the future of broccoli—one 
resilient, market-ready variety at a time.

KINGDOM
 

• EARLY MATURITY

• GOOD CROWN QUALITY FOR
EARLY-TYPE

GREEN MAGIC
 

• MULTI-USE VARIETY

• WIDELY ADAPTABLE

EASTERN CROWN
 

• PERFORMS WELL IN LONG DAY LENGTH 
AND MODERATE HEAT

• FOR CROWN CUT AND
SHORT TRIM

DIPLOMAT
 

• PERFORMS WELL IN LONG DAY
LENGTH AND MODERATE HEAT 

CONDITIONS

EMERALD CROWN
 

• PRODUCES EXCELLENT QUALITY 
CROWN CUTS/SHORT TRIM IN ALL NAFTA 

REGIONS

• HIGHLY RESISTANT TO 
PURPLING

APPALACHIAN
 

• EARLY-MID MATURITY

• EXCELLENT CROWN/SHORT
TRIM QUALITY

IMPERIAL
• PERFORMS WELL IN LONG DAY
LENGTH AND MODERATE HEAT

 
• GOOD FOR CROWN CUT AND 

PROCESSING

FORTRESS
• MULTI-USE TYPE

• HIGH HEAD POSITION

COMMONWEALTH
• MID-EARLY MATURITY

• INTERMEDIATE RESISTANCE TO
SOME RACES OF CLUBROOT
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V A R I E T I E S  F O R  E A S T E R N  U . S .  R E L E A S E  D A T E S

DRIVEN BY
Market Insight
As consumer preferences and market dynamics 
shift, so do we. Sakata was an early responder 
to trends favoring crown-cut and Asian-cut 
broccoli, and we’ve invested heavily in breeding 
varieties that meet these evolving demands while 
maintaining versatility across fresh, frozen, and 
processed markets.

PROVEN
Performance
Varieties like Marathon, Gypsy, Imperial, Green 
Magic, Emerald Crown, Green Gold, Eastern Crown, 
Appalachian, and Commonwealth deliver proven 
results across multiple regions. These adaptable 
hybrids thrive in variable climates, making them 
ideal for Eastern growers facing hot, humid, and 
unpredictable weather.



The charts below highlight Sakata’s broccoli varieties which can be successfully grown in key broccoli 
production areas in the Midwest, Mid Atlantic, Florida/Southeast, and Northeast/Midwest.

 VARIETIES STATE HARVESTING PERIOD*

 Appalachian South FL
GA/North FL

November - January
November - April

 Commonwealth GA/North FL November - April

 Eastern Crown South FL
GA/North FL

October - March
November - April

 Emerald Crown  South FL
GA/North FL

 November - January
November - April

 Fortress South FL
GA/North FL

October - March
November - April

 Green Magic GA/North FL November - April

 Imperial South FL
GA/North FL

October - December
November - April

 Kingdom South FL
GA/North FL

October - December
April

 Marathon GA / North FL November - April

 VARIETIES HARVESTING PERIOD*

 Appalachian June - October

 Commonwealth June - October

 Diplomat August - Mid-October

 Eastern Crown July - October

 Emerald Crown August - November

 Green Magic August - September

 Imperial August - October

 Marathon October - November

  SOUTHEAST - FALL / WINTER / SPRING               NORTHEAST - SUMMER / EARLY FALL 

 VARIETIES HARVESTING PERIOD*

 Appalachian June - November

 Commonwealth June - November

 Eastern Crown June - November

 Emerald Crown July - November

 Green Magic June - July
Mid-September - November

 Imperial June - October

 VARIETIES HARVESTING PERIOD*

 Appalachian May - November

 Commonwealth May - November

 Diplomat June - November

 Eastern Crown May - November

 Emerald Crown June - November

 Green Magic May - July; September - October

 Imperial July - October

        MIDWEST - SUMMER / EARLY FALL               MID ATLANTIC - SUMMER / FALL

H A R V E S T I N G  S C H E D U L E S
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DISCLAIMER: This information is based on our observations and/
or information from other sources. As crop performance depends 
on the interaction between the genetic potential of the seed, its 
physiological characteristics, and the environment, including 
management, we give no warranty, express or implied, for crop 
performance relative to the information given; nor do we accept 
any liability for any loss, direct or consequential, that may arise 
from any cause. Read all seed package labeling as it contains 
Sakata Seed America, Inc. terms and conditions of sale.

SAKATA VEGETABLES
530-414-9983 
SakataVegetables.com

Sakata Seed America’s objective is to provide high-quality seed that is produced through the implementation of 
integrated pest management, rigorous quality testing, and conditioning methods. We coordinate across our Supply 

Chain to ensure that we are optimizing quality to mitigate challenges for growers. Furthermore, we collaborate 
with accredited third-party laboratories to ensure extensive detection and validation of results. Partnership and 
alignment within the seed industry through groups such as the International Seed Health Initiative (ISHI), which 

is developing a comprehensive Alternaria workflow combining SE PCR and traditional methods, serves as an 
additional tool for enhanced detection.

YOUR SAK ATA
Support Team

M AT T LINDER
Brassica Crop Senior 

Business Unit Manager, 
Broccoli, Cauliflower, Radish 

Product Development 
Manager

Tel: (831) 809-1585
Email: mlinder@sakata.com

ANTHONY C ANNON
East Coast Sales Manager

Tel: (813) 690-5027
Email: acannon@sakata.com

MICHAEL FER LITO
Area Sales Manager, 

North East

Tel: (315) 591-7504
Email: mferlito@sakata.com

NOBUHIR O NAG ATA
Brassica Breeder

Tel: (831) 512-1125
Email: nnagata@sakata.com

BREEDING
BRE AKTHROUGH
Meet Purple Magic, our new AAS Winner—the world’s first 
purple-stem, purple-headed broccoli! Bold 1 lb.,
dome-shaped heads pack a major punch of Anthocyanin, 
a flavonoid known for  anti-inflammatory and cancer-
fighting properties. An excellent choice for Eastern growers, 
it matures in about 90 days from transplant.

OUR STANCE ON
Genetically Modified Organisms

At Sakata, none of our commercialized varieties, 
either flowers or vegetables, are Genetically Modified 
Organism (GMO) products. To read our entire GMO 
statement, please visit our website.


